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Manoji who was of service to the English and the Nawab.
Pratap, Singh of Tan jure was on the point of signing a
treaty of alliance with the French when a signal defeat of
the latter induced him to return back to his old alliance.
In February 1753, Pratap Kingh recalled his cavalry from
joining the English at Tiruvati. In May-June he was
lissuaded by the Mysorcnns from supplying the English
army at Trichinopoly with provisions. In July Mr. Palk,
who was deputed to Tartjore, prevailed 'on him to declare
himself openly and to order his troops to join the English
under Lawrence who proceeded to Tanjore from Kunuan-
darkoil to which he had marched.

The French commander, Astruc, quarrelled with
Nanja Raja and re-crossed the Coleroon under pretence
of Dupleix having recalled him. He was superseded by
Brenier who fared no better than himself. Early in
August Nanja Raja's troops captured some horses and
cannon of Muhammad Ali. Nanja Raja wrote to Dupleix
for reinforcements to encounter the combined forces of
Muhammad Ali, Manoji and others. Dupleix was also
seriously disconcerted by lack of money. On September
21, Lawrence got a noteworthy triumph over the French
between the French Rock and the Sugar Loaf Rock. Law-
rence, in a letter to the Madras Council written on the
day of the victory, said that the French were superior in
numbers both in foot and horse and were entrenched in
their position and fortified with strong breastworks.
Astruc was taken prisoner and Lawrence himself was
wounded in the arm. Lawrence expected that the Mysore
Dalavay would now certainly give up the French cause.
The French without the Dalavay counted as nothing. The
enemy crossed over to th^ island of Srirangam and were
expected to retire swn beyond the Coleroon. The Dala-
vay was expected to give up the French cause soon,
In November, a paHy of the French under Mainyil le
attempted a secret escalade upon the fort, with the possible
connivance of the imprisoned Astruc. The attempt was
made without the knowledge of Nanja Ra,ja or Murari
Rao; but when the French troops entered the gate after
overcoming1 ihe j)retended resistance of the sentries who
had been bribed, they posted no troops, but overturned tha
on the rampart ir^to the clitch.    The gate was not